Secretary General, Ministers, Members of the Official Delegations, Civil Society Representatives,

We, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transvestite, Transsexual, Transgender and Intersex (hereinafter  LGBTTTI) organizations, convened in Panama on May 31 and June 1, in accordance with directives established by the OAS General Assembly in resolutions AG/RES.2092(XXXV-O/05),CP/RES.759(1217/99),840(1361/03), AG/RES.1707(XXX-O/00) and AG/RES.1915(XXXIII-O/03), which jointly set a regulatory framework to enhance and strengthen civil society participation in OAS activities and in the Americas Summit process. Taking into account our concerns to guarantee that full and sustainable development for all people should be a reality.

Hereby assert that: 

The universal character of human rights stems from the recognition that all persons must be fully endowed of their rights. However, today, in the XXI century, some of us are still not considered fully human.


Being black lesbian women, transgender native people, intersex children, disabled bisexuals, elderly gays, young transsexuals, we share a common struggle with multiple movements. Our diversity contributes to the wealth of humankind, but instead of being celebrated, it is punished through multiple forms of discrimination and violence that restrict the full enjoyment of our rights.

In every country of the hemisphere, the police is judge, jury and executioner over our lives. Instead of being legally recognized as transsexual men and women, we are physically violated through intrusive medical examinations and sterilized respectively. When, as women, we show sexual desire toward other women, we are subjected to psychiatric treatments. When, as men, we love other men, we are murdered.  When we are born intersex, we are mutilated.


Often, these violent situations are sanctioned by a legal system which reinforces cruelty, repression, violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity and expression.


In the non-theocratic states of the American hemisphere, laws should not be based on religious principles, but instead they must grant equality and respect for all people, regardless of their religious creeds.


Whereas the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declare all persons to be equal before the Law, we recommend:

· That States investigate thoroughly all reports of human rights violations against LGBTTTI persons, with especial regard to those imperiling life, dignity and psychological, physical and sexual integrity; 

· That States bring to justice perpetrators, make effective reparations available to the victims, train police personnel, and take preventive action to ensure that such violations do not recur.

· That States repeal laws penalizing sexual conducts between consenting adults and draft, implement and enforce anti-discrimination statutes, and revise their bodies of legislation to purge them of any norm penalizing or discriminating persons on the basis of their sexual orientation or sexual identity and expression. 

· That States implement inclusive policies aiming to overcome the state of social exclusion of LGBTTTI communities; that develop campaigns against homophobia, lesbophobia, transphobia, biphobia and interphobia, that include training for public servants and for the general public; that institutionally recognize May 17 as the International Day Against Homophobia.

· That the General Assembly adopt draft resolution CP/CAJP-2513/07 “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All forms of Discrimination and Intolerance”, and States commit themselves to speeding up the negotiations so as to approve in a reasonable time frame the Draft Convention covering and naming all forms of discrimination and intolerance, including those related to sexual orientation and gender identity and expression.

· That States commit themselves to implementing the recommendations originating from reports submitted by LGBTTTI organizations to the international and regional human rights systems.

· That States make a commitment to remove the obstacles limiting freedom of association and preventing effective participation of LGBTTTI organizations in the OAS system.

· That States commit themselves to guarantee that the composition of the Inter.-American Commission on Human Rights reflects the diversity of the community of the Americas, including gender balance.
· That all official documents making reference to discrimination include sexual orientation and gender identity and expression as protected categories.

The implementation of these recommendations will guarantee that in XXI century we, as human beings, are all treated equally.
