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HUMAN RIGHTS FOR EVERYONE.
EVERYWHERE.





TO:

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

FROM:
Cary Johnson, Executive Director of the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission


SUBJECT:
Nominations for the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences


DATE:
27 April 2009

Your Excellencies,

We at the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC) would like to express our support for the nominations of Professor Charlotte Bunch and Dr. Susanna Chiarotti for the position of United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences.

Professor Bunch is a Distinguished Professor in the Women’s and Gender Studies Department at Rutgers University of New Jersey, where she teaches on issues of gender and human rights, and women and international development.  She is an internationally recognized researcher and author, having written and edited numerous publications on women’s human rights and violence against women.  The range of her publications is extensive, from the UN press to academic and professional journals to major popular media outlets.  Many of her essays have become classics in the field and have been translated into more than a dozen languages.

In 1989 Professor Bunch founded, and has since been the Executive Director, of the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) at Rutgers University.   She has led the Center in building an international network of women’s rights advocates through holding Women’s Global Leadership Institutes and Strategic Conversations on a wide range of issues.  The Center has been an advocate for women’s rights at the UN in various venues including the Human Rights Council, the Commission on the Status of Women, and at a number of UN World Conferences.  It has played a key role in the development of many initiatives and activities on women’s human rights, such as the creation of an International Coalition on Women Human Rights Defenders.  In 2008, Charlotte organized a strategic meeting at Rutgers on Next Steps for Global Strategies for Work on Violence against Women attended by regional and international women’s rights and human rights organizations.


Professor Bunch’s expertise on violence against women, her active involvement in promoting universal rights for all, and her long-term working relationships with many civil society groups not only in the US, but in all regions has strengthened women’s human rights advocacy globally.  But it is her vision of what is needed next and her collaborative manner of working that has been key to the success of her endeavors and that particularly well qualifies her for this position.  Considering her significant contributions over the years in international efforts to eliminate violence against women, she is extremely well qualified to be the next UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences.  We hope you will approve her nomination.

Dr. Chiarotti’s experience in the area of violence against women is exceptional.  After earning her degree in Public Health and Human Rights at Harvard University’s School of Public Health she returned to Argentina to work on issues of women’s rights.  She currently serves as the Coordinator for the Organization of American States’ Committee of Experts on Violence against Women.  She is a consultant for the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women and served for ten years as the Regional Coordinator of the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights.

Dr. Chiarotti is also the Founder and Director of INSGENAR (the Gender, Law, and Development Institute) at Rosario National University, Argentina, where she also teaches a graduate-level course on “Power and Society from a Gender Perspective.” She has also published numerous articles and manuals on various topics dealing with violence against women in both English and Spanish, including “Human Rights of Women,” in Understanding Human Rights, the Manual on Human Rights Education, published in 2006 by the European Training and Research Center for Human Rights and Democracy, and “Violencia de Género. Mecanismos de Seguimiento del Sistema Interamericano,” in Mujer: contra la discriminación y la violencia, por el desarrollo social.  She also published Documentos y reflexiones, published by the Foreign Ministry of Argentina with support from the United Nations Population Fund.

Dr. Chiarotti has received recognition and been awarded for her work.  The UN has recognized her as an expert in the field, as she served on the Advisory Committee of the Secretary General’s 2006 study Ending Violence Against Women:  From Words to Action.  She has also won the MUJERES SIGLO XXI (Twenty-first Century Women) award in March 2009 from the municipality of Rosaria, in recognition of her outstanding dedication and commitment to defending women’s rights.

Considering her education, experience in both research and policy-making, and the recognition she has earned from both local and international figures, Dr. Susan Chiarotti is extremely well qualified for the position of United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences.  We hope you will approve her nomination.

Sincerely,

Cary Johnson

IGLHRC’s mission is advancing human rights for everyone, everywhere to end discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.
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